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COVID-19, Nizadmuddin Basti and The Hope Project
Dear friends,
Praying that you are safe and healthy. We are to-
gether in this crisis situation. We hope for a better 
tomorrow, for you, for us and for everyone!
We are all afflicted by this pandemic and our situa-
tions are more or less the same. Throughout the world, 
the best measure has been to practice Social Distan-
cing. Here in India, a nation-wide lockdown was im-
posed in the country on March 2020. In March prior 
to the lockdown, Hope Project organized workshops 
and awareness programs in the community as well 
as for students attending our educational programs 
and members of Self-Help Groups. During these pro-
grams, the community members were sensitized and 
made aware about the basic hygiene measures that 
should be adopted and why self-quarantine is impor-
tant during this time. Soaps were distributed to our 
beneficiaries. As a precautionary measure, we kept 
some stock of necessary ration items like rice, atta 
(flour), pulses, edible oil, salt and some daily use spi-
ces.
During the lockdown period,we established networ-
king through telephone in the community and focused 
on beneficiaries and our staff since the staff and com-
munity belong to more or less the same strata of the 
society. We are constantly in contact with these fami-
lies and through our linkages we could identify some 
familieswho needed food and money. We had been 
tracking and monitoring families of our students and 
SHG members who are facing difficulties. We started 
the distribution of ration items sometimes at their 
doorstep. We also ensured that our low-paid staff in-
cluding support staff receive the bare minimum sala-
ry for their day to day expenses and survival. Since 
we had no access to our official bank accounts and 
our cheque books were inside the office, so transfer of 
money was done from some employees’ personal ac-
counts with the help of donations from friends.
For TB patients registered in our DOT Centre, we 
distributed medicines for a certain period of time and 
ensured that there had been no gaps as far as taking 
prescribed medicines by the patients were concerned. 
Besides, we furnished a list of our beneficiaries and 
their phone numbers to Mohalla clinic doctors who 
then  provided  telephonic counselling to the commu- 
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- United StateS: Anna Less, email: annaless99@gmail.com  
                                  Richard Cuadra, email: cuadra@pacbell.net
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donation aCCoUntS 
Please send your donation to one of the following accounts.  

Do not forget your name and address!

reCipient aCCoUnt no. [Bank Code]
note

United 
States

 Hope Project, P.Box 
657, New Lebanon, 

NY 12125

Please send checks made out to  
Hope Project

Germany

and
Europe 

Lebenshilfe Indien Volksbank  Bielefeld – Gütersloh e.G. 

IBAN DE25478601251444730500
BIC GENODEM1GTL

Austria Indienhilfe IBAN AT171400003220137570

Switzer-
land

Förderverein „Hope 
Projekt“

CH11 8009 7000 0064 8430 7
Raiffeisenbank Laufental-Thierstein, 

4242 Laufen

Nether-
lands

Stichting Hazrat In-
ayat Khan Dargah 

Hope Project

IBAN  NL36TRIO0212484001
BIC TRIONL2U

Donation for „Hope Project“

India Hazrat Inayat Khan 
Foundation

004601049385 ICICI Bank
MICR No.: 11022900, 

SWIFT Code: ICICI NBBCTS

  Haz.Inayat Khan Foundation

Advisors&Board: Pir Zia Inayat Khan, Carmen Hussain, 
Richard Cuadra, Koninika Ray, Ashok Kumar, Rita Paul 
Mathew, Ambassador Fabian Kalarickal, Heiko Schrader
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nity members.
The Hope Project is also facilitating telephonic counselling on a micro level; our 
educators and outreach workers call people including relatives, neighbours, 
friends and our students and provide useful awareness information to adopt basic 
hygiene measures like washing hands and use of sanitizers to ensure prevention 
of COVID-19. 
Amidst all the crisis, we believed education must continue for our students. We 
have started online classes for students enrolled in our Non Formal School (mor-
ning and evening). Teachers connect with their students everyday through social 
networking platforms and shareknowledge through photos, audios and videos. 
Students are also responding well to this approach. They complete the assigned 
tasks and clarify their doubts. Challenges like connectivity issues and lack of 
smart phone arose. Our well-wishers came forward, helped us with online rechar-
ge of mobiles and donated some good quality smart phones. We have come up with 
the idea of library of smart phones for poor children.
In the months to come, we are preparing to open the OPD. The Hope Project will 
also continue to track more and more families and help them with cash and kind 
and also help those who lost their jobs in seeking livelihood opportunities. Since 
100% of the families we work with live on daily wages, we understand that in 
the coming days the demand will be much more but we will keep helping them 
in every possible way. It will be difficult journey as our means are limited but we 
believe a small act of kindness will bring a smile to the hopeless faces. So far the 
Hope Project distributed ration items or helped monetarily to 74 individuals/fa-
milies. Fresh stocks of ration have been procured to help more people to get rid of 
starvation. 
We look up to you for your support in rebuilding their lives!
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